SAMPLE SYLLABUS 

(Adapted slightly from the last time the course was offered)

Classics 323 Autumn 2006, 

OLD NAME: Religion in the Graeco-Roman World

PROPOSED NEW NAME: Ancient Greek Religion

Professor Sarah Iles Johnston

University Hall 424 (mailbox in Room 414)

292-2058 (office) 292-2744 (messages)

office hours: MWF 11:30-12:15 and by appointment

johnston.2@osu.edu (note: I do not accept assignments via e-mail)

Course Description and Goals: To study the religious practices and beliefs of the ancient Greeks (between approximately the 8th century BCE and the 1st century BCE) in order not only to accrue facts about those practices and beliefs (what, how, when, where, why, etc.) but to develop an ability to contextualize them within other aspects of Greek culture—what societal, political and cultural needs drove the development of Greek religions as we know them?  How, in turn, did the practices and beliefs affect political and social decisions that were made within the societies that practiced them?  Finally, we will also consider how these religions are different from or similar to other religions, both of their own time and of other times and places around the world, including our own.    

GEC Category and its Goals: this course fulfills the GEC requirement for an Arts and Humanities Historical Studies Course, the goals of which are to “develop students’ knowledge of how past events influence today’s society and help them understand how humans view themselves.”  Students are expected to “acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape human activity; display knowledge about the origins and nature of contemporary issues and develop a foundation for future comparative understanding; and think, speak and write critically about primary and secondary historical sources by examining diverse interpretations of past events and ideas in their historical contexts.”

Materials: There is no textbook for this course because no adequate textbook for this subject has ever been published.    Instead, I will create outlines of each lecture I give in class, and post them on Carmen at least 24 hours before the class session for which they will be relevant. You should print them up and bring them to class with you.  Use these outlines as a way of structuring the notes that you take in class.  (I recommend printing them with plenty of space between the lines, so that you can write your own notes right on the pages.)  The function of the outlines is two-fold: they will orient you in advance as to what we will be discussing and get you to start thinking about it, and they will give you the correct spellings of names and technical terms that you may not have seen before. 

I will also post (or where necessary, hand out in class in hard copy) ancient texts in translation for you to read in preparation for lectures.  For example, for the day that we begin to study sacrifice, you will need to read passages from the Odyssey, the Homeric Hymns to Apollo and Hermes and Hesiod’s Theogony.  I do not list these on the syllabus; each time I teach this course, I alter them somewhat according to the level of experience with ancient literatures and cultures that I discover the students to have, or other particular interests that they share; therefore, I will not sure what I will use until about a week into the quarter.  You will always have access to these texts at least 24 hours in advance of the class session for which you must read them.

Finally, there is a visual component to this course.  You cannot understand ancient religions (or any other aspect of ancient cultures) without studying the sculptures, vase paintings and architectural structures that were created to express and facilitate their practice.  I will show Power Point slides of such objects every day in class (which is another reason that you need to print up the outlines in advance; I will not be writing pertinent terms on the blackboard, given that the Power Point screen will occlude this).  Missing class sessions means that you miss vital information conveyed by these slides, some of which will appear on quizzes and exams.

It should be emphasized that because there is no textbook for this course, attendance and engaged attention during class lectures and discussion are essential to your understanding of the materials and your ability to consolidate what you learn into larger insights.  There is no way to do well in this course—either in terms of a grade or in terms of personal acquisition of knowledge—without dedication to regular, engaged attendance.

Requirements (in addition to regular attendance):

Quizzes: there will be eight 10-minute multiple-choice quizzes, each of which will have twenty questions.  These quizzes will begin at 11:32 and on days when there is no essay exam as well, will end promptly at 11:42 to ensure that there is time left for that day’s lecture and discussion.  If you come in late with an adequate written excuse, you may take the quiz immediately after class, on the same day, in my office.  Your lowest quiz score will be dropped when I calculate grades at the end of the quarter (i.e., only seven quizzes count towards your final grade).  The first quiz that you miss, for whatever reason, counts as this “lowest” score.  If you miss a second quiz and have an acceptable excuse, you may take a comprehensive make-up quiz at the end of the quarter.  If you miss more than two quizzes, you will receive zeros on the third, fourth missed quiz, etc.  

Exams: there are two essay exams, which will require you to consolidate material we have studied and discuss larger issues.  If you miss one of these exams and have an adequate written excuse, you may make it up at the end of the quarter.

Adequate excuses for missing quizzes and exams include: your own illness; illness of a child or someone else who relies directly on you (e.g., an elderly parent); death of a family member or close friend; wedding of a family member; participation in the wedding of close friend (e.g., service as a bridesmaid); graduation of a family member; court appearance; job interview; participation in university sponsored events.  All of these require written substantiation.  No other excuse is assumed to be adequate.  Vacations, including family vacations, are not adequate excuses.  Your parents buying you a plane ticket to go somewhere without consulting you first is not an adequate excuse.  Sleeping late is not an adequate excuse.  Having an exam in another course on the same day is not an adequate excuse.  I may choose to excuse you for other reasons, but I reserve the right not to do so.  You must inform me of the reason for your absence within 24 hours of missing the quiz or exam, by e-mail or telephone.  Whenever possible, inform me in advance of the absence.  

Final exam:  There will be a final exam for this course, consisting of 40 quiz-type questions.  It will be comprehensive over the entire quarter.  It will take place when the University has scheduled it: Monday, December 4 from 11:30 to 1:15
There is no extra credit in this course.

Disability Services: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the 

Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Service is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue.  Tel.# 292-3307; http://ods.ohio-state.edu

Academic Misconduct: University rules regarding academic misconduct will be strictly enforced.  For further information on what those rules are and how suspected infractions are dealt with, please see: http://oaa.osu.edu/coam/home.html.  
Grades: There are eight quizzes in this class, each worth 6% of the final grade; I will drop your lowest quiz score and count only the remaining seven (= 42%).   There are two essay exams, each worth 20% (= 40%).  There is also a final, comprehensive multiple choice exam worth 10%.  Attendance and discussion in class counts 8%.  My grading scale is the standard one:

93-100% = A

90-92 = A-

87-89 = B+

83-86 = B

80-82 = B-

77-79 = C+

73-76 = C

70-72 = C-

68-69 = D+

65-67 = D

anything below 65 = E

Syllabus:

Week Zero: Questions of Methodology
Day 1: Wed. Sept.20: Introduction to the course

Day 2: Fri. Sept. 22: Source questions; Greek religion in its social setting.

Week One: How do Greek gods act, in cult and in myth?
Day 3: Mon. Sept. 25: The nature of polytheism; the myth and ritual question
Day 4: Wed. Sept. 27: What is expected from the Greek gods and what they do expect of 
mortals in return?  How do they behave? The nature of local pantheons

Day 5: Fri. Sept. 29: Quiz 1 and lecture on Overview of major gods

Week Two: The Gods in More Detail; Introduction to Sacrifice
Day 6: Mon. Oct. 2: Focus on some of the individual gods

Day 7: Wed. Oct. 4: Focus on some further gods
Day 8: Fri. Oct. 6: Quiz 2 and lecture on Overview of sacrifice and libation 

Week Three: Sacrifice; Purity and Pollution

Day 9: Mon. Oct. 9: Sacrifice: some special cases 

Day 10: Wed. Oct. 11: Concepts of pollution and purification

Day 11: Fri. Oct. 13: Quiz 3 and first essay exam
Week Four: Festivals
Day 12: Mon. Oct. 16: Festivals: an overview

Day 13: Wed. Oct. 18: Panathenaia and surrounding “new year” festivals

Day 14: Fri. Oct. 20: Quiz 4 and continuing lecture on the Panathenaia

Week Five: Festivals, con’t.; The Afterlife

Day 15: Mon. Oct. 23: Thesmophoria

Day 16: Wed. Oct. 25: Anthesteria

Day 17: Fri. Oct. 27: Quiz 5 and lecture on The Afterlife: overview.

Week Six: The Afterlife, con’t.

Day 18: Mon. Oct. 30: The Afterlife: specific problems and responses to them

Day 19: Wed. Nov. 1 The Eleusinian Mysteries

Day 20: Fri. Nov. 3: Quiz 6 and lecture on The Eleusinian mysteries

Week Seven: Mysteries, con’t.

Day 21: Mon. Nov. 6: The Bacchic mysteries

Day 22: Wed. Nov. 8: Overview: types of divination

Day 23: Fri. Nov. 10:  No class: Veteran's Day 

Week Eight: Divination

Day 24: Mon. Nov. 13: The Delphic Oracle 

Day 25: Wed. Nov. 15: Other institutional oracles

Day 26: Fri. Nov. 17: Quiz 7 and second essay exam.
Week Nine: Magic

Day 27: Mon. Nov. 20: No class (professor at conference)

Day 28: Wed. Nov. 22: Magic (overview)
Day 29: Fri. Nov. 24:  No class (Thanksgiving) 

Week Ten: Magic, continued.

Day 30: Mon. Nov. 27: Magic, continued
Day 31: Wed. Nov. 29: Magic, continued

Day 32: Fri. Dec. 1: Quiz 8.  Also, make-up quizzes and exams.

Final exam will be held in the place and at the time assigned by the University.
